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There are still 
many 
Canadians 
stranded there 
who need 
to get out. 


— JAKUBOVICZ, A 
MEDICAL DOCTOR IN 
TORONTO, WHO 
MANAGED TO FINALLY 
GET A FLIGHT OUT OF 
Morocco. Pact A6 
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PETER J. THOMPSON / NATIONAL POST 


A pedestrian walks across the Rainbow Bridge in Niagara Falls between Canada and the U.S. during a shutdown to non-essential traffic. Story, A4 


CANADA SHUTS BORDER, 


UNVEILS AID PACKAGE 


Lies 
ina 
time of 
plague 


TERRY GLAVIN 


6 verybody knows that 
E pestilences have a 
way of recurring in 
the world; yet somehow we 
find it hard to believe in ones 
that crash down on our heads 
from a blue sky.” That’s from 
Albert Camus’ classic 1947 
novel The Plague, an allegory 
of fascism that eerily describes 
our current circumstances, 
up against that deadly micro- 
scopic beast that first began 
devouring people in China’s 
Wuhan province last Novem- 
ber. “There have been as many 
plagues as wars in history; yet 
always plagues and wars take 
people equally by surprise.” 
The thing is, there isn’t 
much in the way of a help- 
ful real-world precedent to 
draw from, now that we're all 
self-isolating and social-dis- 
tancing, and movie theatres 
are closing along with the 
bars and restaurants, and 
the schools, and the hockey 
rinks, and almost all the im- 
portant places where public 
life ordinarily unfolds. 
See GLAVIN on A12 


7B just a start, 
orneau says 


Temporary boost to child 
tax credit, payroll subsidy 


JESSE SNYDER AND 
STUART THOMSON 


OTTAWA œ Finance Min- 
ister Bill Morneau laid out 
a sweeping $27-billion aid 
package on Wednesday, part 
of an effort to shield families 
and businesses from eco- 
nomic fallout amid the grow- 
ing COVID-19 pandemic. 
The aid package, which 
came alongside another 
$55 billion in tax deferrals 
and low-interest loans, is 
the first of several measures 
set to be announced by the 
Liberal government in a bid 
to lessen the blow from the 
virus, which has pummeled 


global markets and brought 
the Canadian economy to a 
screeching halt. 

The measures included 
expanding eligibility criter- 
ia for employment insur- 
ance, a temporary boost in 
monthly payments of the 
Canada Child Benefit, and a 
one-time GST tax credit for 
low-income families, among 
other things. The policies 
come as part of a joint effort 
by the Bank of Canada and 
private lenders in recent 
days, which have slashed 
interest rates and deferred 
mortgage payments for 
struggling households. 

See AID on A8 


When its always 
closing time 


As coronavirus shutters 
bars, our cities lose something 
special — their soul 


CALUM MARSH 


There are bars where you can get a drink and 
bars where you can get something more. Such 
bars offer refuge, in the original sense of the 
word, “the state of being sheltered from pur- 
suit, danger or difficulty.” 

A city’s mainstay bars are its way stations, 
fixtures of comfort where we can find relief 
from mundane turmoil, where the challen- 
ges and obligations of the day are temporari- 
ly discontinued, held briefly apart from the 
pleasure of the moment. The best bars are 
where you want to be when you're having a 
great time or a hard time, where you retreat in 
the face of a day’s turbulence or head to cele- 
brate its minor wins. When things look really 
bleak — when the entire world is in the throes 
of catastrophe, when our borders are closing 
and we are sent home from work, isolated and 
frightened — the warmth of our favourite bars 
would be hugely reassuring. 

See BARS on A6 
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OIL FALLS BELOW HOSPITALS CLEAR OUT ON MY STREET, 
BREAK-EVEN POINT WARDS FOR POTENTIAL WERE NOT DOING 
FOR PRODUCERS. COVID-19 WAVE. THIS ALONE. 
Page FP1 Page A7 Kay, Page A13 


